g o non Green deal and European climate pact

The European Green Deal (EGD) is a new growth strategy adopted by the European
Commission in December 2019 that aims to transform the EU into a fair and prosperous
society, with a modern, resource-efficient, and competitive economy; zero net emissions of
greenhouse gases in 2050; and where economic growth is decoupled from resource use. The
four horizontal priorities announced at the EGD launch were to: make Europe a climate-
neutral continent, protect human life, animals and plants by cutting pollution, help
European companies become world leaders in clean technologies and ensure that the green
transition is just and inclusive, Dimitris Dimitriadis, Member of the European Economic and
Social Committee, Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption, describes
the European Climate Pact.

These four overarching goals are planned to be achieved by implementing policies in the
following nine areas: Biodiversity, From Farm to Fork, Sustainable Agriculture, Clean
Energy, Sustainable Industry, Building and Renovating, Sustainable Mobility, Eliminating
Pollution, Climate Action. The implementation of EGD is supported by the European Climate
Law and the European Climate Pack.

In line with the EGD, the Commission proposed the first European Climate Law in March
2020, intending to set out the conditions for an effective and fair transition, to provide
predictability for investors, and to ensure that the transition is irreversible. In September
2020, the Commission proposed a greater climate ambition and put forward a plan to
further cut emissions by at least 55% (compared to 1990 levels) by 2030, to ensure a
transition to a climate-neutral economy that is fair and cost-effective for all, aiming to
become the world’s first climate-neutral continent by 2050.

EU leaders, at the meeting of the European Council held on 10th and 11th December 2020,
agreed on a binding new EU emissions reduction target by 55% compared to 1990 levels
until 2030 and, “call the co-legislators to reflect this new target in the European Climate
Law proposal”. Achieving 55% GHG emissions reductions by 2030 will also support

the COVID-19 recovery and the longer-term competitiveness and resilience of the European
economy. For an increased GHG emissions reduction target of 55%, an increase in
investment of €350 billion per year is needed compared to the previous decade.

The European Climate Pact

The European Climate Pact that was launched in December 2020 provides an opportunity
for institutions to work closely together for an enabling framework for civil society and
citizens’ involvement, building on and going beyond the existing consultation processes. The
Climate Pact needs to leverage the power of Euro- peans to achieve the EGD’s vision of a
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prosperous, inclusive, climate-resilient society with a circular, net-zero emissions economy
by 2050. The IPCC report explicitly refers to the need for rapid, far-reaching, and
unprecedented changes in all aspects of society. Incremental changes will not be enough. A
narrow focus on CO2 reduction is counter-productive at the grassroots level, limiting the
engagement, the thinking and the changes that are imagined and implemented.

What is needed now is a fundamental transformation of economic, social, and financial
systems that will trigger an exponential change in decarbonisation rates and strengthen
climate resilience. For this to happen, inspiring, broad and diverse narratives are needed,
communicating why the world has to change.

According to the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), mobilisation of the
energy and climate transition towards carbon neutrality is based fundamentally on the
action of all participants from social and economic activities. Energy communities,
researchers, labour forces, smart entrepreneurs, and multinational companies should all be
included in the next steps.

EESC encourages the EU to achieve targets for 2030 GHG emissions reductions and carbon
neutrality by 2050. UN Environment Programme (UNEP) suggests annual emissions
reductions by 7.6%, globally, to meet the planet-warming limit of +1.5 °C. That is translated
to a minimum global GHG reduction of 68% by 2030. Adoption of a participatory model at
all levels and implementation of the Climate Pact requires the European Commission to
build an innovative approach, to reflect, encourage, and provoke active participants from
the economy and society.

The SDGs are necessary to manipulate digital transformation to protect societies and labour
rights against transition risks. A just transition frame focusing on the high quality of
employment for all people should be based on the European Pillar for Social Rights and the
EGD. Major challenges ahead include the limited access to finance and the absence of
specialist knowledge, recognition, and a dominant narrative inspired by EU Leadership and
the Member States.

Climate targets across the EU and globally

Significant finance resources are necessary for the achievement of climate targets across
the EU and globally. Sustainable Recovery and Climate Action should be at the core of the
EGD Budget, of the Recovery Fund and the allocation of funds within the frame of the EU
Semester Process. Additionally, the design of the post-COVID era should be progressive and
not support unsustainable pathways and scenarios. This design should align with the SDGs
and the Paris Agreement, defining conditional funding mechanisms to ensure success. All
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stakeholders should receive technical support and capacity building to implement the
transition. Access to finance should be accelerated by the help and encouragement of an EU
Climate Finance Forum.

The EESC suggests the inception of a European Climate Pact Stakeholder Platform which
should follow the principles of transparent active involvement of all environment and
climate stakeholders. The opportunity for society to participate at any level in research,
practice, and implementation should be a key element of the Climate Pact.

By June 2021, the Commission will prepare the key legislative proposals on how to achieve
the increased 2030 climate and energy ambition, including revising and expanding the EU
Emissions Trading System; adapting the Effort Sharing Regulation and the framework for
land-use emissions; reinforcing energy efficiency and renewable energy policies; and
strengthening CO2 standards for road vehicles.
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