
New rules hasten end for Europe’s dirtiest power plants

Europe’s most polluting power plants, including many large coal-fired power stations, will
be forced to clean up or close down thanks to new EU rules adopted today. The revised
standards demand reductions in toxic emissions, yet businesses and governments appear
unprepared.
EU-wide compliance with the new rules could cost as much as €15.4bn, and 82% of coal
capacity expected to be online in 2021 is currently failing to meet the minimum standards.
With coal already in dramatic decline, the uncertainty created by stricter limits on pollution
leaves closure as the only logical end for coal plants.
The new standards include tighter rules for emissions of nitrous oxides, sulphur dioxide and
tiny pieces of harmful dust known as ‘particulate matter’. These toxic substances are linked
to a host of health and environmental issues including the development of asthma in
children and polluting of Europe’s air and water.
132 cities in 23 countries are breaching EU laws on air quality. Worsening urban air
pollution has been described as a ‘public health crisis’ and has led to growing demands from
communities for urgent action. Ensuring large power plants use the best available
techniques to reduce pollution will lead to significant reductions in emissions and have a
positive effect on air quality across Europe, including in cities.
The new rules were adopted despite the opposition of major coal-addicted economies. At the
time of the vote in April, Germany was heavily criticised by health, environmental and
climate groups for joining a ‘toxic bloc’ of eastern European countries in opposing the new
limits.
Today’s move provides a safety net of minimum expectations for Europe’s worst polluters,
but more importantly it signals that the end for coal in Europe is looming. EU governments
now have a maximum of four years to adapt their energy systems to the new limits and
ensure workers and communities facing an uncertain economic future are empowered to
transition to new livelihoods.
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