
Total SO2 emissions from thermal power plants in the Western
Balkans were 2.5 times higher than total emissions from all thermal

power plants in the EU

A new report from the CEE Bankwatch network and the Center for Energy and Clean Air
Research (CREA), in cooperation with the Center for Ecology and Energy and the Center for
the Environment, shows that in 2020 the total SO2 emissions from thermal power plants in
the Western Balkans were 2.5 times higher than the total emission of all thermal power
plants in the EU.
The biggest culprit for sulfur dioxide emissions in the region is the Ugljevik thermal power
plant, whose emissions exceed the sum of limits for all four countries in the region that have
national plans to reduce emissions, while Kakanj 7 emitted 15 times more SO2 than the
allowed limit.
In addition, the Gacko thermal power plant is the biggest culprit when it comes to emissions
of suspended particles, emitting five times more than allowed.
Health models show that, from 2018 to 2020, nearly 19,000 deaths were linked to emissions
from coal-fired power plants in the Western Balkans.
“From the attached results, you can see all the nonsense about the desulphurization plant in
RITE Ugljevik. Too much money and time has been invested for this plant to work only
occasionally and pro-forma – someone is playing with money and human lives here, but no
one is still responsible”, says Majda Ibraković from the Center for the Environment.
Denis Žiško from the Center for Ecology and Energy points out that it is high time for
politicians in BiH to get serious, stop spending time and money on fairy tales about
replacement blocs and start fulfilling their international obligations.
“Their priority should be to protect the health of BiH citizens, not political populism and
tenders”, Zisko said.
From 2018, the countries of the Western Balkans have an obligation to reduce emissions
from thermal power plants in accordance with the EU Directive on Large Fireplaces.
However, in 2020, thermal power plants in BiH covered by the National Emission Reduction
Plan emitted as much as ten times more sulfur dioxide than allowed – 220,411 tons, while
the allowed emissions were 22,195 tons.
“For power plants that cannot be closed immediately, governments must limit the number of
working hours until emission standards are met, in order to save lives. At the same time,
investments in energy efficiency measures and sustainable forms of renewable energy must
be urgently stepped up, and together with all relevant actors, especially affected
communities, it is necessary to develop plans for a fair transition for workers and
communities”, said Davor Pehcevski from the network CEE Bankwatch.
According to the report, BiH’s National Emission Reduction Plan currently covers seven
coal-fired power plants and one smaller fuel oil plant. Three more coal-fired power plants
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are in opt-out mode, allowing them to operate a total of 20,000 hours between 1 January
2018 and 31 December 2023, after which they must either close or comply with emission
limit values for new plants. according to the Industrial Emissions Directive. These are TPP
Tuzla 3, Tuzla 4 and Kakanj 5.
BiH also has a newer plant that does not qualify for inclusion in the NERP – Tenants, which
officially started operating in September 2016 and from the very beginning had an
obligation to respect the LCPD limit values.
The plants included in the NERP of Bosnia and Herzegovina are not compliant with the
pollution ceilings for any pollutants: sulfur dioxide, dust or nitrogen oxides.
The most serious violations, as in other countries in the region, relate to sulfur dioxide. In
2020, the emission of sulfur dioxide from plants included in the NERP in BiH reached almost
ten times more than allowed – 220,411 tons, compared to the upper limit of 22,195 tons.
Absolute emissions increased in 2020 compared to 2018 and 2019. Kakanj 7 again had the
biggest overrun in 2020 – almost fifteen times more than its ceiling. It also emitted more
sulfur dioxide than in 2019.
Dust emissions in 2020 amounted to 2,686 tons compared to the upper limit of 1,689 tons.
This is largely a consequence of the large emission of dust from the Gacko power plant,
which was over five times larger than the upper limit, as well as from the Ugljevik power
plant, which was twice as large as the ceiling.
Nitrogen oxide emissions in 2020 amounted to 16,367 tons, compared to the upper limit of
12,365 tons. Here, too, Kakanj 7 had the biggest overrun, with more than double the
emission in relation to the allowed one.
Current investments
The report shows that Bosnia and Herzegovina has so far not set a clear plan for phasing
out coal. Opt-out plants must be closed when they reach the 20,000-hour limit or by the end
of 2023 at the latest. Official projections that several NERP power plants will operate after
2030 seem extremely unrealistic given that their average age is already 40 years.
Elektroprivreda Bosne i Hercegovine (EPBiH) plans to invest in desulphurisation equipment
Kakanj 7 and Tuzla 6, but does not appear to have secured funds yet, according to the
company’s latest operational plan.
At the beginning of 2021, a tender for desulphurization was opened for Kakanj 7, but it is
not known whether a contractor was selected. It is also not clear when other plants will be
closed, or how the breach for dust and NOx emissions will be rectified.
In the case of Ugljevik, the desulphurisation equipment is still not operational even after 12
years from the signing of the financing agreement. It is financed by a loan from the Japan
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International Cooperation Agency (JICA) signed in 2009. Work on denitrification equipment
began only in 2017, and trial operations began in December 2019. It seemed that in 2020,
CO2 emissions would be significantly lower, justifying an investment of 85 million euros.
However, in February 2020, technical problems were reported. The dust filters in the plant,
which were repaired more than three years ago by the Czech company Termochem at a
price of around 10 million euros, were defective, and their proper functioning is a
precondition for desulphurization. The plant operator spent an additional 100,000 euros on
a study to show how to solve the problem.
In February 2021, the power plant still did not have an operating permit for a new
installation. RiTE Ugljevik, the power plant’s operator, requested “technical assistance” to
obtain the permit, adding another 100,000 euros to the project’s costs. The contract was
awarded to a company owned by the mayor of Zvornik, asking a lot of questions about why
the public company RiTE Ugljevik is not able to just obtain a work permit.
Source: capital.ba, bankwatch.org


