g o non WWF Romania to release National Catalogue of Romania’s Virgin
and Quasi-Virgin Forests

As of next year, Romania will have a National Catalogue of Virgin and Quasi-Virgin Forests,
produced and supported by World Wide Fund (WWF) Romania, director of the
environmental organization Csibi Magor told AGERPRES.

“As far as forests are concerned, apart from the Forest Code, we advocated the proper
implementation of the European Timber Regulation that deals with trade in timber, we
continued to support the FSC forest certification process (as a guarantee for responsible
forest management practices) and, not in the last place, we carry on with the identification
and mapping of virgin forests (...) We are working on the National Catalogue of Virgin and
Quasi-Virgin Forests to be released next year. We will also get involved in the development
of the 2015-2020 National Forestry Strategy,” said the head of WWF Romania.

He also mentioned that the organization under his conduct has managed to include in
Romania’s General Transport Masterplan mentions on avoiding habitat destruction.

“For brown bears, we want broad, continuous habitats, and we are on the right track with
securing the ecological corridors in Maramures — those green strips that are essential for
the animals’ traveling, food, shelter and mating needs. Speaking of habitats and their
fragmentation, we took another big step in 2015, as we managed to include in Romania’s
Transport Masterplan mandatory environmental criteria, solutions to avoid the destruction
of critical habitats by the construction of roads or navigable waterways. Mountain rivers
have also been in our attention since the beginning of the year. We hope that this year we
will have the Minister’s order in place on the planning of SHP projects, which will clarify
certain aspects in the current law, which is still too ambiguous and permissive,” said Csibi
Magor.

According to WWF Romania data, the Carpathian eco-region is currently home to 322,000
hectares of virgin forest, the vast part of which — specifically 250,000 hectares — grows in
Romania.

Despite that, only 18 percent of Romania’s virgin forests are under a protected status and
included in conservation areas, while the rest of 80 percent are under no form of protection
and therefore in danger of being legally destroyed.

WWF Romania and the Ministry of Environment, Water and Forestry signed a protocol that
provides for the immediate halt of old-growth forest logging, and an online petition on the
website padurivirgine.ro gathered more than 100,000 signatures in favor of this initiative.
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